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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means'* and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. ' The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable oyer Rai 
6,077,080. Rai discloses the following claimed limitations. 
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Regarding claim 1, a method of encoding words for language teaching 
comprising the steps of identifying a plurality of different vowel sounds, representing each 
different vowel sound and the letters forming the vowel sound by a first indicia and a 
second indicia, storing the different first and second indicias for each vowel sound (FIG 1 
and col.2, lines 56-65), identifying a plurality of different consonant sounds, representing 
each consonant sound by a third indicia and a selection of consonant sounds by a fourth 
indicia, storing the third and fourth indicia for each consonant sound (col.4, lines 13-20), 
identifying a plurality of different silent letters occurring in words, representing each silent 
letter by a fifth indicia and storing the fifth indicias for each silent letter whereby a word is 
represented by a combination of the first to fifth indicia (col.6, lines 16-22), 

Regarding claim 2, the selection of consonant sounds comprises consonant 
diagraphs (see FIG 3), 

Regarding claims 3 and 4, the first indicia comprises a number, and the second 
indicia comprises a color (FIG 1 and col.2, lines 61-65), 

Regarding claim 5, the second indicia comprises a single color (FIG 9), 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, the third indicia comprises a color, and the third indicia 
comprises a single color (col.2, lines 8-11), 

Regarding claims 8 and 9, the fourth indicia comprises an underscore located 
underneath consonant diagraphs, and the fourth indicia comprises a symbol (FIG 3 and 
col.4, lines 16-20), 

Regarding claim 10, the fifth indicia comprises a single color (col.6, lines 16-22), 
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Regarding claims 11 and 12, a word is represented by a combination of letters 
and indicia, and the letters are represented by a color indicative of the second, fourth or 
fifth indicia by which they are represented (FIG 14 and col.7, lines 43-50), 

Regarding claims 13 and 14, representing a group of consonant sounds by a 
sixth indicia and storing the sixth indicia for each consonant sound represented (col.4, 
lines 14-20), the sixth indicia comprises a notation indicative of the pronunciation of the 
consonant sound (col.4, lines 20-28), 

Regarding claim 15, a system for teaching a language comprising a database 
(col.7, lines 57-63) which stores a plurality of different vowel sounds, with each vowel 
sound and its composing letters represented by a first indicia and a second indicia (FIG 
1 and col.2, lines 56-65), a plurality of different consonant sounds, with each consonant 
sound represented by a third indicia and a selection of consonant sounds by a fourth 
indicia (col.4, lines 13-20), a plurality of different silent letters occurring in words, with 
each silent letter represented by a fifth indicia, and a plurality of different words (col.6, 
lines 16-22), a conversion means which converts each word into a converted form 
comprising the indicia (col.7, lines 42-49), and a display means which displays a word in 
converted form (FIG 14), and wherein the conversion means is adapted to convert a 
word input into the system and utilize the display means to display the word in 
converted form (col.7, lines 35-40 and FIG 13), 

Regarding claim 16, a method of displaying words for language teaching, comprising 
the steps of identifying a word, encoding the word into a plurality of indicia components and 
displaying the encoded word comprising indicia components (col.1, lines 62-65 and col.6, 
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lines 55-62), wherein the plurality of indicia comprise a first and second indicia representing 
different vowel sounds and their composing letters (FIG 1 and col.2, lines 56-65) third 
indicia representing different consonant sounds, fourth indicia representing a selection of 
consonant sounds (see coL4, lines 13-20) and fifth indicia representing different silent 
letters occurring in words (col.6, lines 16-22). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rai 6,077,080 in view of Patton 2005/0032027. 

Regarding claims 19 and 21, Rai teaches the claimed limitations as discussed 
above. However, Rai does not explicitly teach, searching for words including at least one of 
the indicia, vowel sounds, consonants, consonant diagraphs, silent letters. 

Patton discloses a system/method for creating coded text, which teaches the 
limitation, searching for words including at least one of the indicia, vowel sounds, 
consonants, consonant diagraphs, silent letters (Abstract, lines 11-14 and FIG 2, label 32). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify the invention of Rai in view of Patton by incorporating a 
searching module in order to easily search and identify the words that are in a given text 
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and convert the texts in to their color coded form thereby allowing the user to recognize 
their representations. 

Claims 17, 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rai 6,077.080 in view of McGinley 4,030,21 1 . 

Regarding claims 17 and 18, Rai discloses the claimed limitations as discussed 

above. 

However, Rai does not teach the following claimed limitations, displaying a matrix 

with sounds of one type along one axis and sounds of another type along another, and 
displaying a composite of sounds fronn each axis by a zone corresponding to a point of 
intersection of the sounds on the grid. 

McGinley teaches, displaying a matrix with sounds of one type along one axis 
and sounds of another type along another (col.4, lines 29-40), and displaying a 
composite of sounds from each axis by a zone corresponding to a point of intersection 
of the sounds on the grid (FIG 1, label 16 and also col.3, lines 48-56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the invention of Rai in view of McGinley by 
including a rectangular grid in Rai's invention in order to enable the user to immediately 
focus on a word which is sounded by the consonant and vowel sound at the end of the 
respective line and column, as taught by McGinley (col.4, lines 40-43). 

Regarding claim 20, Rai discloses the claimed limitations as discussed above. 

Rai does not teach, displaying a matrix with sounds of one type along one axis 
and sounds of another type along another. 
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McGinley teaches, displaying a matrix with sounds of one type along one axis 
and sounds of another type along another (col.4, lines 29-40). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the invention of Rai in view of McGinley by 
including a rectangular grid in Rai's Invention in order to enable the user to immediately 
focus on a word which is sounded by the consonant and vowel sound at the end of the 
respective line and column, as taught by McGinley (col.4, lines 40-43). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bruk A. Gebremichael whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3079. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday (7:30AM- 
5:00PM) ALT. Friday OFF. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the exaniiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on (571) 272-7147, The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



B.G. 

01/07/2008. 




